
   On Target. Hunting for Winchesters.  
                The Gebauer Collection 
 
 In the Midwest, Hunting and Fishing is just a way of life for a boy growing up in Iowa. Bruce 
Gebauer’s first gun was a Harrington & Richardson .22 Rifle and well, that started his interest in 
collecting guns. Bruce spent many hours hunting outside Alton, Iowa. Bruce also worked a variety 
of jobs, including having a rental home. The rental turned into one of his greatest trophies. He 
rented a house to Rhonda, and they got married shortly after. Bruce was a jack of all trades and was 
even an auctioneer in Iowa. Bruce would conduct estate auctions and many benefit auctions for 
their church and even Hope Haven.  
 Bruce and Rhonda moved to Sioux Falls and welcomed a little boy, Jacob. Bruce shared his 
joy of collecting guns and now had a hunting partner. Bruce and Jacob would go to shooting ranges, 
cruise the pawn shops, gun shows, and hunting. Rhonda remembers when Bruce shot a deer and 
he shoved it in his Impala. He drove to the Church to Show Rhonda and the preacher said, “is that 
all the bigger it is? “They all laughed.  
 Bruce was always on the hunt for Winchesters, and H&R, and Ruger Red Labels, well he 
liked all guns, but mostly Winchester. Bruce made it a goal to get every caliber of Winchester Model 
70’s and in fact, the last gun he bought was a rare Model 70 Winchester in a caliber he did not have. 
Bruce also sought after Model 94 lever Action Winchesters and has an assortment. Bruce was a 
“finder.” Bruce’s friends would tell him what they would like to have and well, Bruce would find it for 
them. Bruce always could find the rare guns, and they found him. Jacob remembers they would go 
to the pawn shops and Bruce knew everybody. Bruce would also go to the gun shows and make 
deals. Over the 30 Plus years, Bruce was able to get most of his Model 70 Winchesters Calibers, 
Model 94 Winchesters, along with Many H&R Rifles, and Ruger. Jacob also enjoyed the hobby with 
his dad and Bruce taught him everything about them. Jacob now took on being a “finder” for people.  
 Bruce worked for Marc chemical company and Sioux Falls, and the Midwest area was his 
territory. Bruce got to talk to a lot of people, cover lots of ground, and hunt down those 
Winchesters. In 2016, Bruce started to have some health issues. After a stroke, his health did not 
recover and he passed away. It has taken the Gebauer’s, several years to come to the decision to 
sell Bruces Gun collection. Jacob, having collected for many years with his dad, is keeping some of 
the collection and a few guns went to trading partners: but the collection of approx... 274 
Winchester, Harrington & Richardson, Ruger, and more will be sold at auction December 6th, 2025, 
at 9:30 in Hardwick, MN. It will be a Live onsite auction with online bidding conducted by 
VanDerBrink Auctions, LLC. The collection is Mostly Winchester including 80 Model 70 
Winchesters, Many Lever Action Winchesters, Winchesters Shotguns, and more. Like his first gun, 
there are many H&R Rifles of various Calibers. The collection rounds out with Ruger Rifles, 
Shotguns, and handguns. Many of the guns are New and Never Fired and or in Excellent condition. 
There is something for everyone and you will not want to miss this auction. There is also a 1965 
Oldsmobile Cutlass convertible that will be auctioned with proceeds going to Hope Haven in Rock 
Valley, Iowa. Bruce Gebauer did benefit auctions for them when he was an auctioneer. Now, he will 
help again in an auction to benefit Hope Haven.  

For Terms, Catalog, and hundreds of pictures www.vanderbrinkauctions.com . Take your 
Aim at part of the Gebauer Collection Auction on Dec. 6th, 2025, at 9:30am.  
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